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HEZ EKIAH ODD BOTTOM 


TO THE 


Adviſer of the People of Ire land. 


FRIEND, 


haſt thought proper to adviſe, and return 

thee my ſincere Thanks for thy Paper. It 
containeth, indeed, much wholeſome Doctrine, 
which hath had its proper Effect upon all who have 
peruſed it within my Neighbourhood; and that it 
may continue to be rightly underſtood, I fend this 
ſhort Letter after it as a Comment. : 

Not many Days ſince, I writ affe Words to the 
Perſon who called himſelf. Josnuæ Pym; I have 
ſince found that thou art the Man: I took thee 
then for another, and framed ſome of my Words 
accordingly ; I mean. not to aſk thy Comrade's Ex- 
cuſe, for he is welcome to what I have ſaid; but 
only to remind thee of thy late Declaration in the 
firſt Paragraph of thy Advice, that thy Carriage bath 
been moderate, and thy Language modęſt; doth. thy 
weekly Abuſe of DOMAIN favour much of 
either? Shall we take thy Character from thy Aſ- 
ſertions, or from thy Conduct? 5 
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But why, my Friend, doſt thou drop thy Appel. 


lation of HaBERDASHER ? Are thee grown aſhamed 


of thy Calling? I fear thou thinkeſt that the Name | 
is become too ridiculous to recommend thy Wri- 
tings; and, verily, I believe thou art right; for ® 
the Perſon under that Name, acquired but little © 
Credit by his Labours; he was known to be an 
Attendant on the Levee of the Great, of no Pro- 


perty nor Conſequence, and in Purſuit of a Prefer- 
ment; his Letters were of a Piece, wordy and ſu- 


perficial, virulent and fulſome, patched with the 
Scraps'of others, yet put forth as original and new. 
In Truth, thou doſt well to diſown thy Ac- 


quaintance with him, and give thyſelf a Character 
in thy firſt Page very foreign to that which he ſup- 
ported. Such a Recommendation of thyſelf from 
thyſelf muſt, doubtleſs, weigh much with thy 
Readers; the CauDD INQuireR did the fame] ſo 


did the ſprightly LRT TER-WRITER, and with'the ü 


ſame Succeſs; for who; but an Infidel, could reject 
ſuch good Authority? * 
We will grant thee then, if it will pleaſe thee, 
the Contents of thy firſt Paragraph; that thee are 
friendly, mild, moderate, and modeſt; that thee 
are unprejudiòed and unbiaſſed, totally indepen- 
dent, and ſilled vih mo Mitive but the Spirit of 
Liberty, and Love of thy Country; in ſhort,” as 
thou ſayeſt thyſelf, chat thou art the fitteſt Man in 
the Kingdom to give us Advice; and we will now 
proceed, if thee pleaſe, to ſee what this Advices. 
Pulis J find'ts be me ſame Advice which hath 
been given us: theſe four Years paſt, and which we 
would moſt gladly comply with, if thy Friends 
Void let us; it is, Bæ QuiteT: Be fo kind as to 
teſbusz in thy nextys who firſt broke in upon our 
Quiet? And 'when thee have told us that, then 
tell us what Things they attempted, and what 
they did? Then I ſhall trouble thee with but one 
Queſtion 


E 


Queſtion more, Where are the ſame Men now ? 


Are they-in Power and Fayour, and in a Capacity 
for hurting us? Thy Anſwers may ſerve to ſhew 
the great Foundation we have for Quiet. 

Quiet, my good Friend, hath two Significa- 


tions. If I had wounded thee ſeverely with a Cud- 
| gel, and ſtill kept Poſſeſſion of it, and held it over 
| thy Head, in what Senſe prithee wouldſt thou be 


quiet? If I had thee under me, thou mayeſt he 
quiet, indeed, for fear of worſe, but I fancy thy 
Mind would be but little at Eaſe ; ſuppoſe thee able 
to wreſt it from my Hand and fave thyſelf, wouldſt 
thou not do it? Or wouldſt thou be quiet at my 
Bidding, and not reſiſt, but let me beat thee on 
until I beat thee to Mummy? In Truth, I fear the 
patient Temper thou preacheſt would fail thee; 
why then will thee advance a Doctrine, where 
Millions and their Poſterity are concern'd, which 
thee could not practiſe thyſelf in a private Quarre] ? 
Can thee expect that a whole People will be more 
indifferent about their deareſt Privileges than thee 
would be about thy Bones ? 

I do agree with thee that the preſent Juncture is 
both critical and dangerous, and that to ſhun the 
Rock before us deſerveth our utmoſt Attention, 
The Rock we have to fear is the ſame we were 
near ſplitting. on before; the ſame Wind blows 
directly upon it, and the Mariners muſt beſtir 
themſelves, or we are loſt for ever. Thou ſayeſt, 
We ſbould have no Retroſpet, verily, that came 
in too ſudden, and too groſs; thou ſhouldſt have 
implicitly recommended it, and not have ſtartled 
us with thy Plainneſs. A Retroſpect i is, I confeſs, 
not honourable nor convenient for thy Patrons, 
and therefore it is natural thou ſhouldſt be deſired to 
forbid it ; but thou ſhouldſt have done it mcre cun- 
ningly ; thou art a Divine, and underſtandeſt Ana- 
logy ; wilt thou then ſhut out from Argument all 
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paſt Experience ? It is not yet two Years ſince we 


were on the Brink of Deſtruction, and canſt thou 


think we can already forget it? Haſt thou the 


Power of defacing all Remembrance ? If thou hadft, 


thou would get much Cuſtom when thy Wiſhes 


had ſucceeded; for we ſhould be glad to forget 

that we HAD BEEN free. Prove to us, that FROM 
THE SAME MEN THE SAME MEASURES ARE NOT 
TO BE EXPECTED, and then thy Labours may be 
more ſucceſsful. 

F we have offended our Governors, thou ſayeſt, 

we may, by PEACEABLE OBEDIENCE, be reconciled. 
What Governors, my good Friend, have we of- 
fended ? Thou doſt not mean our King; he hath 
ſhewn himſelf inclined to remove our Diſtractions, 
and hath changed our Governor for that Purpoſe ; 
this doth not betoken much Offence. Doſt thou 
mean the late Ruler and his Son? Verily, I hope 
we ſhall offend them more. Doſt thou mean our 
new Governor? In Truth thou payeſt him but a 
bad Compliment in ſpcaking in the plural Number, 
and a worſe one in ſuppoſing him capable of being 
offended at a Spirit of Liberty and Caution; for 
this can never offend but where it ſtands in the 
x Way. Doſt thou mean Anprew ST—e and his 
BROTHER ? I believe thou doſt ; and wilt thou in- 
tercede for us with them? We will not trouble 
thee at the preſent. In Truth, thou talkeſt as if 
we all lay under Sentence of Execution. We 
thank thee, however, for thy przacraBLe Ore- 
DIENCE , it explaineth thy Meaning when thou 
ſayeſt Be quiet. 

Verily, thou art not over- modeſt when thou ap- 
pealeſt to us whether we have felt any Grievances? 
Doſt thou love to have them recapitulated? In 
Truth thou takeſt not the Way to make us forget 
them. Thou art a Diſciple of thoſe Men, called 
Philoſophers, who would teach that there is no 
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uch Thing as Pain. What have we felt for. theſe 
four laſt Years? Thou wilt tell me, Rapture, K 
taſy, Security, and Quiet; tell the People fo in 
thy next, thou haſt almoſt ſaid it in this. If thee 
can perſuade them to it, thee are welcome. 

As to what is paſt, I join in thy Appeal; for 
what may be to come, let me examine thy. Argu- 
ment. It ſeemeth to conſiſt in this, that we can- 
not feel any Evils until they happen; zberefore, we 
ought not to fear them: Or this, I ſee my invete- 
rate Adverſary lifting up the Weapon which bad 
wounded me before; myNeighbour crieth out, with 
a friendly Zeal to me, to defend myſelf, but I 
muſt not oppoſe the Blow, becauſe it is poſſible my 
Neighbour may be a Knave: Or this; our Fathers, 
in 1640, went too far, therefore, we muſt not go 
far enough. I give thy Arguments without per- 
verting thy Words, and if they mean not this they 
mean nothing. Thou talkeſt of 1640; what put 
it into thy Head? Didſt thou know any STR AFFORD 
amongſt us? Or doſt thou know any Laup? Thou 
art too ſevere in thy Applications: Or doſt thou 
mean to repreſent us as inclined to a civil War? It 
is plain thou doſt ; this and other Parts of thy Paper 
beſpeak that Intention plainly. In Truth we are 
obliged to thee ; thou goeſt a good Way to recom- 
mend thy Advice to us; thee are, doubtleſs, very 
much our Friend, and fo are they by whoſe Direc- 
tion thou writeſt ; thou calleſt us Friends, Country 
men, and Rebels, in the ſame Breath, and wouldſt 
poiſon our Ruler againſt us' in order to promote 
Peace. Verily, thou art notable at introducing 
thyſelf to the publick Favour. Thou haſt ſaid the 
{ame of us in other of thy Papers; if thee could 
know to what little Purpoſe, thee would not take 
the Trouble. Our Loyalty hath been tried, and 
its Reputation is eſtabliſhed ; weak were it, in- 


deed, if a Breath like thine could blaſt ir. 
A 4 Draw 
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Draw what Parallel thou wilt, thou canſt not, 


however, thank God, point out to us a CHARLES. 
Our King is his Reverſe; wiſe, juſt, and gene- 
rous; poſſeſſed with thoſe Tighteous Principles of 
Dominion by which his Family was introduced, 


and on which his Throne is fixed. If thou knoweſt | 


then a bad Miniſter, warn him not to be confident 


for his Maſter will never uphold him againſt the | 
People. Charles was himſelf in the Scheme, and 
his People had no Redreſs; our Prince wants not 


arbitrary Power, employs not thy Maſters in the 
Work they are about, nor will protect them from 
its Conſequences. Here then thy Compariſon 
fails, and that in an eſſential Point; for while a 
Prince 1s the true Father of his People, he will 
concur with them in vigorouſly ſupporting their 
Birth-Rights. 

In this Senſe then I concur with thee, when thou 
ſayeſt, that by our Conſtitution we fland ſecure of a 
Remedy for every Evil that may happen; but from 
hence thou wouldſt infer, that the People ſhould 
not intermeddle or attend to publick Affairs. Are 
the People no Part of the Conſtitution ? Is it not 
framed merely for their Service, and are they not, 
in their Repreſentatives, the grand Barrier againſt 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion? Are not theſe Repreſen- 
tatives intruſted with all that is dear to us? Is it 
not then our Buſineſs to attend to publick Mea- 
ſures, to diſtinguiſh between ſuch as lead to our 
Deſtruction, and ſuch as tend to our Safety; to 
examine the Characters of Men who would repre- 
ſent us, and fee which Kind of Meaſures they are 
likely to purſue ? If we chuſe Men connected with, 
and devoted to, thoſe who would lay their Yoke 
upon us, and from thence ſhould ariſe a Majority 
againſt us, what have we then to hope for but Ser- 
vitude, and what Benefit ſhall we find from the 
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heal our Sufferings? Or doth it not add to every 
Calamity to have it compleated in the legal Form ? 
The Conſtitution is our Security while it remaineth 
in Health; but how can it be ſo when TR BoD 
is diſtempered? Thou haſt, perhaps, a good Clock 
in thy Houſe ; but, if thou tookeſt off the Weights, 
wouldſt thou depend on it for the Hour of the 
Day ? Our Repreſentatives are ſuch as we make 
them; if we would preſerve ourſelves and our Poſ- 
terity, we muſt be unanimous, ſpirited, and reſo- 
lute in chuſing thoſe, and none but thoſe, we can 
depend on; in poſſeſſing them with our Sentiments 
and Determinations, and paying their Integrity 
with every Mark of Applauſe and Gratitude ; and 
can we do this without being vigilant and attentrue ? 
But this thou wouldſt not have us do; it may be 
troubleſome to thy Maſters ; thou wouldſt have us 
be quiet. RES 

Bur I am much more prolix than thy Pappr re- 
quireth, I will therefore proceed with thee to thy 
darling Subject, the abuſing of a great Man, whoſe 
Abilities are feared, whoſe Truths have offended, 
and who is not to be forgiven. My Paper will 
not allow me to dwell long with thee here, nor 
doth it ſeem neceſſary. Thou dwelleſt chiefly on 


a Letter in the News-Paper, which thou imputeſt 


to him, and then cenſureſt as ſeditious. In the 
firſt thou art wrong, and I believe thou knoweſt 
it; for it requireth but ſmall Sagacity to ſee it 
the Stile and Turn of Thought are very different; 
thou mayeſt plead Ignorance if thou wilt; either 
Way thy Acuteneſs or thy Honeſty will ſuffer ; 
Thee may take thy Choice; for the Samples thou 
haſt given us of either are but indifferent. And 
what is the Offence of this wicked Paper? Why, 
it faith, that the King is liable to Deception, and 
that his Miniſters have not been Saints; that is, 
that the King hath been poſſeſſed, by avaricious 

Miniſters, 
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Miniſters, with a Notion that his Intereſt in ſome 
of the Revenue of this Kingdom was more exten- 
five than, on our late Inquiries, it proved to be; 
and that the fame Miniſters, taking Advantage 
thereof, have ſent over Men, at different Times; 
to compaſs a Dominion over our Treafury. Two 
as known Truths as ever exiſted; and therefore 
thou art angry. I ſhall leave the Reader to ſearch 
for the Blaſphemy thou findeſt in them, and admire 
at the Gentleneſs of thy Spirit in the Epithets thou 
beſtoweft. . 

When did this Kingdom profper as it hath fince his 


| Majeſty's Acceſſion ? Never, indeed, and I am glad 


thou granteſt it; under what Set of Men did it ſo 
proſper? Was it under a Parliament devoted to 
the Direction of a Miniſter, or one compoſed of 
independent, reſolute, landed Men, unconnected 
with any Thing but their native Soil? Why would 
thy Maſters try to overſet ſo happy a Frame of 
Things? If they were our Friends, would they 
have done it? What Neceſſity for a Change, where 
all Things went fo well? Are not the Meaſures 
purſued within theſe four Years directly the op- 
poſite to the former? Are not the Doctrines oppo- 
ſite, and the Promoters oppoſite? And art thou 
not Mathematician enough to know, that contrary 
Cauſes muſt produce contrary Effects? If we were 
happy under the Men whom we love, muſt we not 
be unhappy under thy Maſters ? Have we not been 
nearly ruined by them even when their Power was 
Tiſing? What muſt become of us under that 
Power when eſtabliſned? 

Thou ſayeſt our Proſperity hath been owing to 
the King, his Miniſters, and our Governors : Our 
ing is the beſt of Princes; I could launch forth 
into his Praiſe as copiouſly as thyſelf, and, I am 
convinced, with more Affection and Sincerity ; 
but it is needleſs; we all feel, acknowlege, and 


(1 ] 

bleſs his Worth; had he not been good, we could 
never have enjoyed the Felicity we ſo long did 
but wilt thou aſcribe all our Proſperity. to that ſingle 
Cauſe? Is there nothing to be allowed to the In- 
fluence of a NATIONAL SENATE, in whom the 
People confided as in Parents, whoſe Attachment 
to the Country filled them with a Deſire for its 
Welfare, and regulated their Meaſures? Had they, 
for Inſtance, laid their Shoulders to the betraying 
of the public Treaſure, what Spirit would Induſtry 
have had, or what Attention could be given to the 
Improvement of Arts? Had they protected the 
Frauds of public Officers, what a State would the 
Realm have been in? Had they ſtriven to deſtroy 
our Linen Trade, where would have been the 
Bread of Thouſands? Had they betrayed us into 
an Union — Alas! what would Ireland have been 
at this Day? We know that theſe Things would 
have been, at all Times, pleaſing at the other 
Side; we know that ſome of the moſt pernicious 
were attempted, even before 1753, and reſiſted 
with Effect; are the Men who ſaved us to have 
no Share in the Praiſe of our Proſperity ? Are the 
Law-makers not, in any Sort, the Cauſe of the 
good Conſequences of the Laws? Had thy Maſters 
been in their Stead, what had now been our 
Condition? Thou knoweſt them, and I appeal 
to thy Conſcience. 

But, my good Friend, what putteth thee, 
at this Time, on vindicating the late Govern- 
ment? The Ruler is removed, and what Mo- 
tive canſt thou have? Gratitude, perhaps; it 
may be he gave thee ſomething; if he did, 
thou hadſt dearly earned it. Or 1s it from the 
ſame Cauſe which prompted thee, in another 
Paper, to vindicate Straford? Doſt thou know of 
any of his Meaſures to be revived? Thee 


are not of Conſequence to know, but I fancy 
thee 


12 
thee have ſome Reaſon to ſuſpect; the Inſtru- 
ment is gone, but the Workman remaineth; 
and thou juſtifieſt the firſt for the Sake of the 
latter. I find thee would have us look back, if 
we would do it with thine Eyes; and join in 


thy Applauſe of thy Maſter's laſt Dupe, that 


another may be the more eaſily found, 
But now cometh thy bold Stroke, the boldeſt 
that hath yet been ſtruck; and it ſhould be 


ſo, for the Caſe is deſperate; I dare fay it 


hath aſtoniſhed even thy Employers. ' Almoſt 
four Years are paſt ſince we were ſhewn a 


Detail of Facts, modeſtly illuſtrated with ſhort ' 


plain Reaſoning; all proving to Demonſtration 
that our Staple Trade was aimed at, and the 
Blow had near proved fatal. It hurted. thy 
Friends more than any Thing that was writ- 
ten, they appeared to be deep in the Scheme, 
thy mitred Maſter in particular; and the Facts 
were ſo notorious, uncontroverted, and ſtub- 
born, that not a Quibble could be invented to 
abate their Strength ; and doſt thou really ima- 
gine that thy coming at this Length of Time 
with thy ſmall ſickly Lye, and thy ſhameleſs 
Appeal to our Repreſentatives for the Truth 
of it, will invalidate ſuch evident Proofs ? 
Verily, thee ſhould have taken better Heads 
to thy Aid, when thee framed this Kind of 
Defence ; thee ſhould have given ſome Autho- 
rity for thine Aſſertions, and been earlier too 
in producing them. Thou beggeſt us to be- 
lieve thy ſingle Word; verily no, nor thy Maſ- 
ter's to confirm it; thy Situation of itſelf muſt 
take all Weight from thee, for thou couldſt 
not live there upon Truth; have thy Writings 
entitled thee to Credit? Verily, for the Sake 
of thy Cloth I am aſhamed to anſwer. Thou 
giveſt hard Words to the Pamphlet which hath 

galled 


1131 
galled thee, and calleſt the Writer ſeditious; 
Padſt thou not better have confuted him? 1 
know. thou wouldſt if thou couldſt, and there- 
fore do excuſe thee. Thy Scheme was to juſ- 
tily thoſe, who afted in the neareſt Relation un- 
der the late Governor; thou haſt done thy 


utmoſt, and they can expect no more. I pro- 
miſe thee the Man thou haſt abuſed will not 


fit down to anſwer thee, till thee can produce 


- ſomething better on the Subject; his Name 
off YI ftandeth high among all e of that Trade 
a and of their Country; I ſpeak with more Cer- 
ot tainty, as it is my own Calling; he is Wa 
on among us as one who hath pointed out 


de Ruin that hung over us, an the Hand Wat 
by projected it; when we join in truſting” that 
f Hand with Power, may its firſt Step in uni- 
verſal Tyranny be to our own Deſtrution q. 
But the End of my Paper draweth near 
b. that I muſt haſten to get through thine. g. 65 y 
laſt Artifice is the weakeſt of all; thou 


— wouldſt lull our Activity by an Opinion that 
4 our Leaders are accommodating; it is poſſible ; 
G but 1 am ſure thou knoweſt it not; when 
h Peace is declared, we ſhall then de age 
n certain. Muſt we again take thy Word? V 

: ily, thou loadeſt its Credit mightily; 67 
f Line in thy Paper reſteth upon it. Thou. e 

: eſt our Governor excellent; I truſt that is 
; Nature is ſuch; but let me tell thee, thy 
f Tongue is no Praiſe; were there fifty 9 


ſites in Succeſſion they would all be 200 n 
with ſuch as thee, and all from the Dates*of 
their Commiſſions. I have Hope that we ſhall 
ſoon have better Authority, even his on Oh 
duct; I have Hope that he will fee with” 

own Eyes, not with thoſe of thy Maſters; and 
en 
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when he ſees, his Honeſty will lead him t; 
redreſs; then will he meet with Applauſe be 
ond all Adulation, and leave a Name behind 
. Lim which our Chilgren s Children will lod 
and adore. 
Thou wouldſt alſo Aide that our Friendg 
will. recede from their Pretenſions, canſt thou! 
to make us diſtruſt them by this?“ 

Weak Man! Could we diſtruſt them now, wel 
could almoſt diſtruſt our own Exiſtence, for! 
Humanity affordeth not a firmer Ground for 
Confidence than they have given. What ever 
Forms THEY make muſt be for ounx Seci- 
rity; for THAT they ſtood the Shock, and! 
for that they fell. We have placed our ALL 
in their Hands, and our Hearts go with them; 
what they ſhall ſtipulate, we will approve; 
what Conceſſions they may make, ' we wil 
chearfully acquieſce in, as we ſhall reſt aſſured 
that there is an adequate Conſideration. When 

| THEY aſſure us we are ſafe, then we wil 
be guiet; thou canſt not effect it, ſo thee may 
ho thy Tongue; thy attempting it looketh 
rather as if they were not in the Way thou 
- wouldft repreſent; as if thee muſt ſay for then 
what they have no Ground to ſay for them 
—— But till then, there is one ſtrong Ar- 
1ent againſt thee, and that is thyſelf; whit 
it is thy Intereſt to have us quiet, it will be 
ours to be ſpirited, unanimous, and attentive. 
I find thou intendeſt thy Paper by Way d 
Anſwer to the Free Citizen; ye are unequally 
matched, and it would be Charity in ſome 
Body to give thee a Lift. Thou giveſt us 
thy Productions weekly; verily, I have 
Neighbour, even the Exciſeman's Wife, whe 
would write thee three of them in the Day, 
and not be wearjied; her Huſband was lately 
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in the t City, and learned thy very Words 
from 2 of a Commiſſioner. ye Truth 
if thou writeſt more, I could wiſh thou could 
give us ſomething new; for thy Repetitions 
grow exceeding wearifome. 

I am now tired; it is poſſible thou mayeſt 
hear from me _ In the mean Time, 
Farewel. Think the Office thou profeſſeſt, 
the Religion thou teacheſt; and remember that 
there is a GOD of TruTa, to whom even 
impotent Falſhood, ineffectual Scurrility, and 
intentional Malice muſt be accounted for. 
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